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ofFensive declaration was, that if any 
Catholic should come before him anJ 
awear that lie thought his life or his 
property were endangered by that pa- 
per, ha would lay the person who had 
posted ic in Down Juil, to answer tor 
his conduct. 

In relation to the petition against il- 
legal associations, most sincerely do I 
wish that the English Members were 
convinced that no nation on earth is 
more attached to, or more sensible of 
the invaluable benefit of equal laws im- 
partially administered, tliau the sous 
of Erin." 



Tb t/le Rev, P, JW". Ctimmlng, Chairman 
of the A: eeliiig of the }*arishloners of Bat" 
lecy assembled on Mondaij, Oct. Jl, 1813. 

3IK, Nov- 1, 1813. 

Not being a subscriber to either of 
the Belfast Newspapers, it was only 
yesterday that [ read the publication of 
the above-mentioned Resolutions ; the 
tenor of which is the cause of my ad- 
dressing you, in defence of myself, and 
the other subscribers to the petition to 
parhament adopted at KilUleagh, Septem- 
ber 5, 1815, whicli is the object of your 
strictures. 

The processions of Orangemen had been 
discontinued at Killileagh, and domestic 
harmony seemed to revive, when this year 
thev were recommenced. In last July there 
was not a gun or a pistol in the town, whicli 
had not been bespoke for the occasion. 
And though no murder ensued, there were 
leading men of that party, whose boister- 
ous behaviour seemed to court outrage ; 
when no doubt those arms would have 
been employed in defence of the deco- 
rations and party insignia of their in- 
suliiug parade. 

'I'he persons who adopted this peti- 
tion evinced perhaps too great a degree 
of moderation when they omitted seve- 
ral parts of the petition of their breth- 
ren of Belfast, who were smarting un- 
der the recent transactions in that town ; 
and had been prevented by power and 
influence, from meeting to devise the 
means of protecting themselves from a 
repetition of such outrages ; while their 
respected fellow-citizen, Mr. R. Tennent, 
is sufFcring 6ne and imprisonment for 
having advocated their cause. 

You declare your determination to de- 
feat all circular publication*, at tending 



to irritate the public mind ; and yua 
particularize the Petition adopted at Kil- 
lileagh, as being of that description, aiiii 
that it was presented for siginiiure ac 
Bailee. 

The Petition you allude to, was never 
removed out of the town of KillilccgK; 
and only for a few hours out of '.he 
private houte where it lay tor sip-ii.iture. 
It could never, therefore, have beoii pre- 
sented for signature at Bailee, as your 
resolution gives to understand. It v.^s 
signed in ihe broad day, and lest its coci- 
tents should be disremembered by the 
subscriber, or misrepresented by others, 
most of those who signed it (near 70O 
persons, of which number many were in- 
hal>itants of Bailee,) were furnished with 
a printed copy. This, in my opinioli, 
could not properly be termed " hitrtdijtg 
upon your do/msik fejce, OT Impertinent in- 
trusion on your " domestic peace and lo- 
cal tranquillity." 

The subscribers to the Petition adopt- 
ed at Killileagh, hold in eiiUjl abhor- 
rencewith you, all eouduct which seems 
" trnli/ calculated to create hatred ^lul dissentioit 
among nei^hl/oars" They look upiui the 
processions of Orangemen to be decidedly, 
and intentionally of that description, and 
therefore pray that they may be prevented 
in future. 

You condemn all circular puhiieations^ and 
of course look upon thosr.- which have the 
greatest publicity as the most injurious. I 
have described the only degree of circula- 
tion given to our petition, while you give 
the greatest currency you can to your 
strictures, by publishing them in all the 
Belfast newspapers, while your language 
" impertinent., intruiiiie^ iujy agitators., &C.** 
arc eviden t marks of men being in these 
matters as you justly observe, '« more gene- 
ralljf sioujfcd by fhdr passions than by reason^ 
. We agree with ytiu in the sentiment of 
iiot atloviing ." plamiile pretence," OT " im- 
fcsin^ words" to he a cloak for any conduct 
tending to create " hatred ami distet.lion a- 
jftottg neighbours :" we therefore cry out a- 
gainst the processions of Orangemen ; 
whose p/anjible pretence is an anxiety for 
our consitution, and whose imposing terms 
are, the glorious revolution of the gre.it 
King William. 

You resolve " that you place unlimit- 
ed confidence in the wisdom and .gtnid< 
ness of the Legislature." So do tht 
Killileagh petitioners ; but they think it 
to be their duty to inform its wisdom, 
while ihey rely on its jrooduess, and obey 
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jts iKciiioiis. Ard in this they can not h«Ip 
fonlrastinif thi;ir conduct witli that of the 
Orange Sociecjci, whose oatii or obligation 
as piibiislied hy authority, savs, So help 
ir.eOod I will support George the Third, 
so loiij; as he shall auppurt tlie Pratestaijt 
AtctiiUiincy. Thus, as ilie Etlfast petition 
justly ob'er^'es, anticipating rehelUou. 

A SOHSCRIBKK lO IClLLlLhlAOU PETITION. 

0cicL-r3ht, J Si;;. 



7i ii.r PrefrlclDrt of the heifast MagavTU. 



RrNTLEMr.N, 
111 \o<ir report of the Trial of Mr. R. 
1Vni>?iit, at Antrim Sessions, I think a 
part of mv evidence mi cioss examination 
is not candidly J^iveii, viz : '^ Witness 
w^oukI u-ivc tip his own opinion to Mr. 
f.iay and Mr. Verner."' If your reporter 
had staled the qaestions which led to such 
an a:!5wer from nie, perhaps you would 
not have marked it in Italics. Towards 
the ciose of my cross-examination, I was 



asked did Mr. Tennent pass before or be- 
hind Mr. Verner, on his appproaching 
Mr. May .' I answered behind. Immedi- 
ately on piving this answer, I began to 
fear it was erronc-ous, and on Counsel ask- 
ing; me if four or five persons had sworn 
Mr. Tennent advanced before Mr Verner 
to Mr. May, would I not think myself 
more likely to he mistaken than them? To 
which I replied, that I would give up my 
opinion of that matter to them. 

This, I feel confident, is the substance, 
and to the best of my recollection, the 
luards of these two questions and answers. 
I might have used more appropriate words 
III my answer, but on -^uch occasions, a 
witness cannot always adopt the most suit- 
able ; it would have been better if I liad 
s:iiu, that on recollection, I beheved I was 
■mistaken, in saying Mr. Tennent passed 
behind Mr. Verner to Mr. May. If you 
notice this matter in your next Magszine, 
please do it in whatever -way appears to 
you most proper. I am, Sirs, your most 
obedient servant, 

John S. Ferguso.s-. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 



The exultatiuns carried to the very vcrije of cxtrav.igance on the late victories over the 
I'Vcrxh in Germany, h.nve produced a full share of the general eUect on the uiercaniile 
weild, and as Iart:c a '.?e'_'rce of inlosicalion in them, as in any otlier part of the ooinniii. 
nity. Tlie cantious mail will ponder before he lets in a full tlile of joy* and will hesitate 
before he [iionuuiices trade to be yet secuie iioiu Uie viclssiluuc^ of wijr, and may i'eiu- an- 
odicr revolution of the wheel may disappoint hopes, now raised to so veiy high a degree. 
Sugar and other colonial produce Jiave risen, in consequence of a renewal of the European 
continental ■market, as hove also cottons, and other branches of xnanuiacture suited to the 
expected demand Bttt idtliough the market of the continent of Europe may be gained, 
yet a ^;rc'at p.^Tt of the bcnclit is lost by the rupture with the United States of America, aa 
t otlnn «c^l, and J!ax''ee(}, and oih.it prime articles in manufactures, were imported in 
larte i;uantititB from Atneiicii. IXonce the cup is mixed, and war. still infuses some pois- 
oiiouo ingrtditnts. It is difficult to calculate on the aherations in trade, which the pro- 
sent cliarige in the state nf the war may produce. Speculation is busy in almost every 
line, and much money will be gained, as well as lost on the occasion. The Dutch al- 
ways .nlive to iheit niercantileinterests, have already sent a number of vessels- to Lon- 
don with biiticr and bacon. 

A notlier (h nwhaek to future prosperity in trade, arises from manufactures having ad- 
vanced ."-o rapii'.ly in America, as to rival the British, since tlie indirect commence- 
ment of tlu (jiiarrel with that country in ISOfi, so that even peace will not restore as exten- 
sive a command of that raarkcf, as i\as fcnr.erly enjoyed. 

3'hc attcmjns to restrain, through legiplative interference, the artifice.? practised at mock 
ai:ctions in Lrnilon and various parts of Kngiand, prove die sindts to which trade is re- 
duced, and tyhitit the dishenourable shifts to which recourse is had, as<i partial and iu- 
iidef.ii.iteirciBcdy ior Ihc evils of the war, by ll;osc ivho feel its pressure, and arc not res- 
trained by a sense of honour from evading their share of the distress, but to indemnify 
themselves, encroach on tlieh- neighbours by siium and fraudulent auctions. 

It L.ust ke ackpov.'ledged, that trade ha;; bgen in a most irregular, .uncomfortable state 
for many yeais, and that the various classes of the conimiiiiity have been engaged in a toil- 



